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Mr. Howland Wood, 

. iT ° ° ce . 
American Numismatics Society, 
156th St. and Broadway, 


\T - rt _ 
New York City: 


Dear Sir 
IT have been asked to write. in popular style. a little book- 


let on numismatics, which is to be a sort of companion to “Every- 
body's Stamp Book," a copy of which I am enclosing. It is harddly 


Washington, D. C. 


necessary to say I have a difficult job ahead of me. ) 
| 
roday I called on Mr. Belote, Division of Hystory and Numis-— 
matics, National Museum, and he suggested that I should write to 
you, since, as he put it, you are an outstanding authority on , 
the subject. 
I have enclosed the little pamphlet on stamps to give an 
idea of what. is wanted, and I should like as’ well as 1 can to 
run parallel with it, so to speak, though.I realize there must 
necessarily be readies departures from the outline. 
I have checked in the index the topics I have pretty well 
disposed of. As to those that remain, there has been consid-— 
erable difficulty getting any information, likely because I am 
at a loss as to just where to look for? it; 
It has been suggested that I get, among other things, sgome- . 
thing about the very rarest coins, bie largest. the smallest, 
° . . : 4 4 
the one of greatest intrinsic value, the most highly prized, | 
the finest collections. ete., etc, 7 
. ; , a 
t am wondering now whether you will be good enough to help + 
me by fu ‘ 


rnishing such information as you may have aS by giving 
me clues. as to where Il can find more. I shall greatly apr 
ciate any help that you may be willing id perpen ony et ihere is 
any charge for such literature as you.may have, of course I 
shall be glad to pay. it as soon as I learn the amount. 


Very truly yours, 


(Louis. E. Retonawds 
A411. Second ree PE se 


\ . November 9, 1931. 
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boca ke Mr. Louis E. Rethhrid 
Paicaat 411 Second St. S. E. 
Washington, D. C. 


Based Dear Sir: 


Please pardon the delay in answering your letter of October oora. We 
x have ‘virtually been swamped with work here and at the time your letter came 
us I could not give it attention. To answer the questions you ask would involve _ 
_, &@ great deal of looking yp and would virtually man writing these subjects. for 
you. As far as I know there is no one or few books that would answer these 
que stions; it would mesn pouring through the pages of various numismatic . 
chronicles especially. I think many of the questions could be answered with — ae 
a diligent search throughout the "Numismatist". These could be borrowed from 
a number of people in Washington and the file is undoubtedly in the Library of 
oa Congress. The editor of this magazine Mr. Frank G. Duffield, 4215 Fernhill 
Avene, Bap SAmCr es Ma. could ole) oiccimy give you some of the answers ip your 
que stions. 
8 . wp 
Taking up the subject of the world's greatest stamp collections. he 
greatest collections are in the various museums, chiefly in Europe; such as 
tlt: the British Museum, Bibliotheque Nationale, Stadtlicher Museum in Berlin and 
mu i the Leningrad Museum, which are the most notable. Our own collection in this 
Reaye. country is the chéef public collection. The King of Italy has alwgys been 
eee) : _. known as an ardent collector. There are legions of large private collections, 
» but, for the most part, these are transitory and the owners of these largely 
do not care to have their names mde public. 


ga , ~ The coin parallel to printer's mistakes would be errors in die cutting 
i and striking. There are countless thousands of instances of such, but off-hand 
Oe I cannot think of any worth chronicling. 


Coins have never brought the high prices that the highest priced stamps 

have brought. I think the record for a coin in auction sale was $6,200.00, but 

a few coins have sold in private sales for $10,000.00 or more. These, if I 
recollect, were Greek coins. 


ho sy The number of different coins would go into the millions and there is 
' no one catalogue of these, naturally. Coins date back to pessibly the 8th 
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do stamps. Some keep them in envelopes, with a notation. on the outside; others 


; dovered with cellophane or other transparent subject. Jie cae Ep eo 


‘against what is rare and what is not. There are in coins, as in stamps, fakes — 


service. 


century B. C. and have been issued since then in nearly every oount 
globe. a 


There are countless hundreds of coins of “which Bn ie one specimen is 
known, but little significance is placed on this because the field has been ee 
so little canvassed, Gutside of some public dollectéons, very few have the ae 
space or money to mke general collections. One often starteg to collect 
in a general way but soon specializes. The larger proportion. of collectors 
collect only the coins of their own country and oftentimes limit, themselves — 
to a certain series of denomination. - Next to this, collectors collect ancient 
coins more than any other one series. 


\ nis cake eh - 
The arranging and preserving of coins offers more of a problem than 4 


keep them in shallow trays or drawers, sometimes in boxes, sometimes in rows — 
divided by strips of wood; some keep them in small round or square. boxes with a 
a cover over them. In Europe many collectors ke ep their coins in cardboard — 
trays with round holes sunk in the cardboard. An improvement on this is now 
in use inthis country. Pieces of cardboard are piereed with round holes and 


» 


Coins, like stamps, must be in find condffion. Any defect detracts — 
far more than in stamps, On account of the vastly greater number, one is up 


and frauds, as well as re-strikes. For the most part, it is fairly easy to tel 


a fake, but, as in stamps, the determination is sometimes difficult. ae E 


Getting the most out of your eotiant ton ig naturaliy” up to the study a 
and application of the collector. Coins offer far more possibilities than do. 
stamps, on account of history, art, etc. I trust this letter will be of some ~ 


Very truly yours, 
) \ 


HW:JG Curator 


SLES seoond: Obie oie 
Washington, D.S., 
November 13, 1931. 


Mr. Howland Wood, Curator, 
American Numismatic Society, 
New York City, 

Dear Sir: 

Thank you very much for your letter of November 9th, 
in which you answered some of the questions I asked about 
coins and coin collections. I realize, of course, that 
to help me write a book similar to the one on stamps that 
I enclosed, would have required more work on your part 
than I could have any right to expect. It was my hope 
that you could tell me, without much trouble, where I 
could get such information as I needed. This you did 
in your letter, and I am very grateful. 

Very respectfully, 


au ) 
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